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Our ocean covers over 70% of the globe. Its health and the wellbeing of humanity and the 
living environment that sustains us all are inextricably linked. Ocean and coastal zones 
provide direct economic activities, provision of environmental services, and home to the 
majority of the world’s population. Yet neglect, ocean acidification, climate change, polluting 
activities and over exploitation of marine resources have made ocean one of the earth’s most 
threatened ecosystems. This has put in peril not only the life forms that inhabit the planet, but 
the aspirations of humankind for prosperity and economic growth within the context of 
sustainable development. 
 
The United Nations Conference on Sustainable Development (Rio+20), to be held in June 
2012, presents a unique opportunity to commit countries and their citizens to the protection 
of our ocean and at the same time enhance its potential contribution to sustainable 
development. This will require concerted effort on the part of nations and other stakeholders, 
to ensure that concrete actions address gaps in implementation in UNCSD commitments on 
oceans, build on past successes, provide a roadmap for a blue-green economy, and catalyze 
the political will for timely, effective, and well-funded implementation.  
 
This event will be the opportunity to present and discuss some of the key issues that are 
affecting the ocean and people that depend on it, as well as opportunities and solutions for 
addressing challenges such as ocean acidification, resource overexploitation, pollution, and 
biodiversity protection, as well as the need for science and technology transfer for 
sustainable ocean management. This meeting will also be the occasion to review the Rio+20 
process, including the state of the negotiation process and next steps.  
 
 
Organisers: 
Mr. Kriton Arsenis (MEP) 
Office of MEP Kriton Arsenis 
ASP 11G246 
tel: + 32 (0)2 28 33537  
Email: kriton.arsenis@europarl.europa.eu  
 

Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of 
UNESCO 
Mme Wendy Watson-Wright, 
Executive Secretary,  
Assistant Director-General of UNESCO 
UNESCO, Paris 
Tel: +33(0)145683983 
Email: j.barbiere@unesco.org 



 
Cold Snacks will be provided at the end of the session. 
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09.45-
09.55 

 
Welcome and opening remark, Objectives of the Session  
by Chair : Mr Kriton ARSENIS (MEP) 

 
09.55-
10.40 
 
 
 

Toward Rio+20 
 
Rio+20 negotiation process: Where do we stand and what is the path ahead? 
Ms. H. Elizabeth THOMPSON  
Executive Coordinator for Rio+ 20, United Nations. 
 
European Commissioner Janez POTOCNIK, DG Environment, European Commission 
(tbc) 
European Commissioner Maria DAMANAKI, DG for Maritime Affairs and Fisheries, 
European Commission 
 
Dr Wendy WATSON-WRIGHT  
Assistant Director-General UNESCO, Executive Secretary  
Intergovernmental Oceanographic Commission (IOC) 
Discussions 
 

10.40-
11.40 

Key Ocean Issues at stake 
 
Ocean Acidification 
Dr Carol TURLEY 
Plymouth Marine Laboratory  
Questions 
 
Fisheries and Protection of Biodiversity in Area Beyond National Jurisdiction 
Dr Raphael BILLE, Institut du Développement Durable et des Relations 
Internationales (IDDRI) 
Questions 
 
Sciences, Technologies and Monitoring for Ocean Management 
Ronan UHEL 
European Environmental Agency, Head of Programme, Natural Systems and 
Vulnerability 
Questions 
 
JPI OCEANS:  a common European approach to meet the goals of the Marine Strategy 
Framework Directive.  
Dr Rudy HERMAN 
JPI Oceans, acting chair 
Questions 
 

11.40-
12.00 
 

Discussion, Questions  
Conclusion 

 


