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In 2011, the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees is
commemorating its 60th anniversary and a history inextricably linked
 to that of Europe following World War II.

Today, millions of Europeans are former refugees or the children and 
grandchildren of refugees.

The project 60 Years – 60 Lives reminds us all of this noble European
 principle of hospitality. 

UNHCR and the renowned photo agency Magnum Photos introduce us to 
60 persons who have made new lives in exile in the 27 EU Member States 
as well as Iceland, Norway and Switzerland in those six decades. 

They came from Europe, from Asia, Africa and America, but they have 
one thing in common: 

European countries gave them a chance to rebuild their lives in peace 
and freedom.

60 years 60lives 
Project
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When UNHCR was founded 60 years ago, refugee protection seemed 
a purely European project. The office was tasked to find solutions for 
millions of Europeans uprooted by World War II and the ensuing 
reorganisation of Europe. Even the 1951 Convention Relating to 
the Status of Refugees was initially just valid for European 
refugees of the post war period. Only the 1967 Protocol changed
 it into a global tool.

For decades, Europe kept not only receiving but also producing refugees, 
originating   from the communist states and the Balkans as well as from 
today’s EU Member States such as Spain, Portugal or Greece.

Today the situation has radically changed. The European Union is the 
largest association of democratic states in history and its Member States 
are living through the longest peaceful period ever experienced by the 
peoples of Europe.

Not all nations are that lucky. So European countries remain a safe 
haven to many who have no other choice but to flee persecution. It is 
atradition to be proud of and 60 Years – 60 Lives pays tribute to the
humanitarian achievements of the continent where the concept
 of human rights was invented.

June 20th 
World Refugee Day
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Six of the portraits, one per decade, were realised by Magnum photogra-
phers Antoine D’Agata and Moises Saman and give us deeper insight into 
the lives of these (former) refugees. 

The other 54 portraits have been provided by refugees themselves. Each 
tells us their story, condensed into one detail: the violin brought from 
home, their first document as a refugee, a family photo…

MagnuM Photos 
for UNHCR
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French, b. 1961
Born in Marseille, Antoine d’Agata left France in 1983 and remained 
overseas for the next ten years. Finding himself in New York in 1990, 
he pursued an interest in photography by taking courses at the 
International Center of Photography, where his teachers included
 Larry Clark and Nan Goldin.
 
During his time in New York , in 1991-92, D’Agata worked as an intern 
in the editorial department of Magnum, but despite his experiences and 
training in the US, after his return to France in 1993 he took a four-year 
break from photography. His first books of photographs, De Mala Muerte 
and Mala Noche, were published in 1998, and the following year Galerie 
Vu began distributing his work. In 2001 he published Hometown, and 
won the Niépce Prize for young photographers. He continued to publish 
regularly: Vortex and Insomnia appeared in 2003, accompanying his 
exhibition 1001 Nuits, which opened in Paris in September; Stigma was 
published in 2004, and Manifeste in 2005. 

In 2004 D’Agata joined Magnum Photos and in the same year, shot his 
first short film, Le Ventre du Monde (The World’s Belly); this experiment 
led to his long feature film Aka Ana, shot in 2006 in Tokyo.

Since 2005 Antoine d’Agata has had no settled place of residence but has 
worked around the world.

ntoine d’agata
                  Magnum Photos
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Name:  Jozsef Istvan

SurName:  Bohm

Place of origiN:  Budapest - Hungary

couNtry of aSylum:   Norway

reaSoN(S) of thiS couNtry of aSylum: 
Norway accepted groups of Hungarian refugees out of Austria
 

Jozsef // Norway



Name:  Cherico

SurName:  Mampuya Mindondo

Place of origiN:  Democratic Republic of Congo

couNtry of aSylum:  Sweden

reaSoN(S) of thiS couNtry of aSylum: 
The neutrality of the country, the democracy, and signed the 
geneva convention

remark aNd hoPe:  A safe commitment is better than 
two promises.

cherico // Sweden



Name:  Hien

SurName:  Kieu

couNtry of origiN:  Vietnam

couNtry of aSylum:  The Netherlands

reaSoN(S) of thiS couNtry of aSylum: 
By chance

remark aNd hoPe:  What we need is trust and 
respect for each other.

hien // The Netherlands



www.60years60lives.org 

Spanish, American. b. 1974
Moises Saman was born in Lima, Peru, from a mixed Spanish and 
Peruvian family. At the age of 1 his family relocated to Barcelona, Spain, 
where Moises spent most of his youth. During his university studies of 
Communications and Sociology in the United States Moises became 
interested in photography by following the work of a number of photogra-
phers covering the wars in the Balkans, specially the plight of the civilian 
populations living under the siege of Sarajevo.

Moises interned at several small newspapers in California before moving 
to New York City in the summer of 1998. The following year, after 
completing a summer internship at New York Newsday, Moises spent 
a month traveling in Kosovo photographing the immediate aftermath 
of the last Balkan war. On his return Moises joined Newsday as a staff 
photographer where he worked as a press photographer for the next six 
years, leaving Newsday in 2007 to become a freelance photographer 
Since 2001 Moises’ work has focused on the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

oises saMan
                  Magnum Photos
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Name:  Syed

SurName:  Hasnain

couNtry of origiN:  Afghanistan

couNtry of aSylum:  Italy

reaSoN(S) of thiS couNtry of aSylum: 
Kind behavior of italian people

remark aNd hoPe:  To continue my study and one day 
to return in my country when the situation will change and 
to serve my country and my people. To meet my rest of family 
and to live together in peace.

syed // Italy



Name:  Zuzana

SurName:  Brejcha

couNtry of origiN:  Czech Republic

couNtry of aSylum:  Austria

reaSoN(S) of thiS couNtry of aSylum: 
My father had a job here and before the war, he went to 
school in Vienna

remark aNd hoPe:  Maybe my mom will help to 
understand what it feels like to be a refugee. You will 
remain a refugee for your entire life and you will always 
miss something.

zuzana // Austria



Name:  Aida

SurName:  Hadziahmetovic

couNtry of origiN:  Bosnia and Herzegovina

couNtry of aSylum:  Slovenia

reaSoN(S) of thiS couNtry of aSylum: 
Family

remark aNd hoPe:  I hope that my children will be 
not forced to go from slovenia, to live in peace. 

aida // Slovenia
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The Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees was 
established on December 14, 1950 by the United Nations General 
Assembly. The agency is mandated to lead and co-ordinate international 
action to protect refugees and resolve refugee problems worldwide. Its 
primary purpose is to safeguard the rights and well-being of refugees.
It strives to ensure that everyone can exercise the right to seek asylum 
and find safe refuge in another State, with the option to return home 
voluntarily, integrate locally or to resettle in a third country. It also has 
a mandate to help stateless people. In more than six decades, the agency 
has helped tens of millions of people restart their lives. Today, a staff of 
some 7,190 people in more than 120 countries continues to help some 
36.4 million persons.

unhcr

Magnum Photos is a photographic co-operative of great diversity and 
distinction owned by its photographer-members. With powerful 
individual vision, Magnum photographers chronicle the world and 
interpret its peoples, events, issues and personalities. Through its four 
editorial offices in New York, London, Paris and Tokyo, and a network 
of fifteen sub-agents, Magnum Photos provides photographs to the press, 
publishers, advertising, television, galleries and museums across the 
world. The Magnum Photos library is a living archive updated daily with 
new work from across the globe. The library houses all the work produced 
by Magnum photographers and some special collections by non-mem-
bers. There are approximately one million photographs in both print 
and transparency in the physical library, with over 500,000 images 
available online.
Within the library, most of the major world events and personalities 
from the Spanish Civil War to the present day are covered. There are 
constantly updated profiles on most countries of the world, covering 
industry, society and people, places of interest, politics and news events, 
disasters and conflict. The Magnum Photos library reflects all aspects of 
life throughout the world and the unparalleled sense of vision, imagina-
tion and brilliance of the greatest collective of documentary photogra-
phers. In short, when you picture an iconic image, but can’t think who 
took it or where it can be found, it probably came from Magnum.

MagnuM Photos



www.60years60lives.org 

Magnum Photos

Clément Saccomani  + 33 1 53 42 50 38
saccomani@magnumphotos.fr

Marie Sumalla  + 33 1 53 42 50 14
sumalla@magnumphotos.fr

Magnum Photos
19 rue Hégesippe Moreau
75 018 Paris
www.magnumphotos.com

UNHCR

Melita H. Sunjic
Press and Public Information
UNHCR Brussels

 +32 2 627 5935
+32 473 172 358
sunjic@unhcr.org 
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