
 

 

 

 

 

 

     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  PARTNERING WITH THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION  

 
 

 
UNOPS works on a broad range of EU-funded programmes and 
projects around the globe, from the construction of roads and 
bridges to the promotion of human rights and livelihoods for the 
most vulnerable. 

 
In November 2008, UNOPS signed the Financial and Administrative 
Framework Agreement (FAFA) with the European Commission 
which facilitates cooperation between the two institutions. Under this 
framework, UNOPS has implemented projects with: 

 
• DG for International Cooperation and Development (EuropeAid) 
• DG for Humanitarian Aid and Civil Protection (DG ECHO) 
• DG for Neighbourhood and Enlargement Negotiations (DG NEAR) 
• Service for Foreign Policy Instruments (FPI) 

 
Examples of UNOPS work with ECHO include transitional shelter 
construction in Haiti and Sri Lanka, as well as projects that facilitate 
access by United Nations and international non-governmental 
organizations (NGOs) to Palestine, South Sudan and conflict-affected 
areas in Iraq. 

 
UNOPS has also provided logistical, security and administrative 
support for EU election observation missions in Afghanistan, 
Guinea, Peru, the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Nicaragua 
and Kenya. 

 
IRAQ 

Since 2012, with financial support from the EU, UNOPS has been 
working on a programme to improve cooperation and coordination 
between Iraqi authorities and civil society organizations. In addition, 
from 2013, UNOPS and the EU have been working on a project to 
enhance the capacity of the Independent High Committee for Human 
Rights and relevant committees for human rights within the Council of 
Representatives in Iraq. 

 

UNOPS provides operational support to the United Nations 
Assistance Mission for Iraq (UNAMI) in order to carry-out its mandate 
to find human rights-based solutions for the residents of Camp 
Liberty TTL (Camp Hurriya). UNOPS acts as the implementing 
partner for UNAMI, managing the recruitment, management and 
administration of human rights monitors, as well as the Mission’s full 
operational support services, including static and mobile-security 
services, logistics, infrastructure and camp maintenance for UNHCR 

 
The European Partnership with  
Municipalities Programme  
(EU PROGRES) is funded by 
the European Union and the 
governments of Switzerland 
and Serbia, and is being 
implemented by UNOPS in 25 
municipalities in south-east 
and south-west Serbia.  
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The development of technical    
documentation for a  business   
zone in Vranje has been supported  
through the European Partnership   
with Municipalities Programme  
(EU PROGRES). UNOPS is 
implementing the programme. 
Photo: EU PROGRES 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
TUNISIA 

UNOPS is providing infrastructure and procurement support to the 
Government of Tunisia’s Ministry of Justice’s reform efforts, with 
funding from the EU. UNOPS is rehabilitating two prisons and three 
courthouses, which incorporate International Penitentiary and Human 
Rights Standards. The project also aims to modernize and develop 
the IT infrastructure of the Ministry of Justice by procurement of assets 
and by implementation of systems and solutions. The completion of 
the project will take 43 months. 

 
SOUTH SUDAN 

In 2014, UNOPS has implemented two projects funded by ECHO 
aimed at ensuring dignified living conditions of displaced populations 
at the new Protection of Civilians site in Juba and Spontaneous 
Settlement Site in Mingkaman. These projects were developed to 
enable NGOs and UN agencies to continue to address the large-scale 
humanitarian consequences of the conflict. 

 
REPUBLIC OF GUINEA 

From 2008, Guinea experienced a period of political instability and 
conflict. Following the presidential elections in 2010, the Guinean 
Government placed security sector reform at the centre of the country’s 
recovery program. UNOPS has been supporting Guinea in its path to 
stability since 2010, through the implementation of the EU election 
observation mission in the country. 

 
The EU and UNOPS have continued to support the country through 
notable initiatives such as the programme, “Supporting the 
Establishment of a Paramilitary Corps of Park Rangers in Guinea.” 
Funded by the EU’s Instrument contributing to Stability and Peace 
(IcSP), the project contributes to the establishment of peaceful social, 
economic and political climate, while improving the security of the 
population at large. The project aims to provide the Guinean Ministry of 
Environment, Water and Forests with the resources and expertise, both 
administrative and material, to extend the establishment of the Corps to 
other protected areas of the country. 

 
KOSOVO 
As part of its support to Kosovo under the ‘Strengthening the Rule of 
Law’ programme, the EU is helping to improve the country’s 
penitentiary. UNOPS was selected as the manager of a trust fund set 
up to administer the project, which consisted of seven donors, including 
the Government of Kosovo. 

 
UNOPS oversaw the construction of the new high-security prison in 
Podujevo municipality, including the prison’s design with a local 
contractor, and provided procurement and project management 
support. 

 
SERBIA 

In partnership with the EU and the Government of Switzerland, UNOPS 
is contributing to the sustainable development of underdeveloped areas 
of the country by creating a more favourable environment for    
business and infrastructure growth. The EU PROGRES programme is 
contributing to the development of 25 municipalities in south-east and 
south-west Serbia. 

 

UNOPS is also implementing a project to support citizens of 
municipalities affected by severe flooding in the country in May 2014, 
through the restoration of private dwellings, re-establishing 

 

 

Candidates for the Paramilitary Corps 
of Park Rangers sit a selection exam 
at the Ziama Massif Biosphere 
Reserve in Guinea. Photo: UNOPS 

The new arrivals building, recreation 
yards and one of two main detention 
buildings of the Kosovo high-security 
prison. Disability access was 
incorporated by UNOPS to improve 
functionality and meet international 
standards. Photo: UNOPS/  
Brendan Keirnan 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 
the normal functioning of public institutions of primary importance, 
including schools and cultural buildings, and the reconstruction of 
river embankments, water, sewer and telecommunication networks. 
The project will also enhance the capacity of the Government of 
Serbia’s Office for Flood Affected Areas Assistance and Recovery 
in the management and monitoring of salvation efforts. 

 
MYANMAR 

UNOPS has been working in Myanmar since 1996 and currently 
supports health and livelihoods initiatives throughout the country. 
Through its management of the largest development programmes 
(funds) in Myanmar, UNOPS has contributed to the achievement of 
many goals from a wide range of international and national partners, 
including the Government of Myanmar, bilateral donors and multilateral 
organizations, including UN agencies and NGOs. 

 

Since 2012, UNOPS has been the Fund Manager for the Three 
Millennium Development Goals Fund (3MDG), which focuses on 
achieving the health-related MDGs in Myanmar by addressing the 
basic health needs of the most vulnerable people in the country. 

 
GLOBAL 
In 2011, UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon launched the 
Sustainable Energy for All (SE4ALL) as a global initiative that would 
mobilizeaction from a range of sectors of society in support of three 
objectives: providing universal access to modern energy services; 
doubling the global rate of improvement in energy efficiency; and 
doubling the share of renewable energy in the global energy mix. The 
EC contributed €2 million for the global tracking, communication and 
monitoring of this initiative, which is implemented by the SE4ALL 
Global Facilitation Team through UNOPS. 

 

 

 

In addition to supporting pregnant 
women, the 3MDG fund will help 
children under five get a good start in 
life. Photo: 3DF/3MDG/James Howlett 
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